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SNPINK'TN INDIAN BAND 
NOTICE TO COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

Bald Range Wildfire K51490 
August 13, 2026 3:00pm 

Important: The reception centre, evacuation routes, buses and door knocking are preplanning only. 
Nothing in the Evacuation Alert or Evacuation Order areas has changed. These preparations help PIB 
respond more effectively if needed. 

Good Afternoon everyone, here is a Community Update Thursday August 13, 2026! 

Where the fire stands 
There was no growth overnight. Winds were calm. The fire is still burning, but it did not cross any guards and 
the lines held. 

The Bald Range Wildfire (K51490) is roughly 18,450 hectares. The Evacuation Order for part of Shingle Creek 
and the Evacuation Alert for most of IR 1, including the Upper and Lower Village, remain in place and are 
unchanged from yesterday. 

Currently, the fire has flared up above the Josh Paul Shingle Creek area, but it is burning north and away from 
the home. This activity is not substantial at this time. 

Morning Update (8:00am) 
Good coordination continues with BC Wildfire Service (BCWS). They are pushing a new guard along the 
southwestern flank as planned. 

On the southeastern flank, crews are mopping up hotspots and things are looking very good on this side, the 
TwoBuck side. There is no substantial fire of concern, just hotspots being addressed. 

Fantastic news that we were able to get air support to the Shingle Creek fire line yesterday, and both water 
and a line of fire retardant were dropped. This is a huge help. 

Crews at Shingle Creek installed more fire guards yesterday and laid wet lines. A fire guard is a strip of ground 
cleared down to soil, with vegetation removed nearby, so the fire has nothing left to burn across it and crews 
have a line they can hold. A wet line is vegetation soaked down with hose and pumps alongside that guard, so 
fuel reaching it is too wet to carry fire. 

If the smoke clears, air support will return. Additional water trucks are also being secured to provide further 
support. One water truck has been secured, and efforts continue to secure two more. Breakfast was delivered 
to support crews working today. 

Thank you to our firefighters, BCWS crews, the approximately 20 crew members from Mexico, and to our staff 
and Westhills staff who supported them. 

Afternoon Update (2:00pm) 

Many new fire guards have been placed including new machine guards and wet lines   

There is also significant air support on the fire which is targeting the western flank. 
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Winds have increased substantially as expected but they have not led to any new issues or concerns.  The 
team is fighting back and winning! 

Winds today 20 km/hr from the north, gusting up to 40 km/hr, similar 
to yesterday. 

Outlook 
If we get through today without incident, winds are 
expected to calm right down for Friday and the 
weekend. 
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Information meetings yesterday 
We met with our Elders at 10:30 a.m. and with the community at 6:30 p.m. in the hall. Both meetings were well 
attended. Thank you to everyone who came, to James for his excellent interactive presentation, and to the 
staff who set up, fed people and stayed late after an already long day. 

Community came out and asked very important and requested daily updates and Evacuation Alert and Order 
information. We did assure that information will be sent out today.  

Emergency Support Services reception centre secured 
We have secured the Osoyoos Indian Band Hall in Oliver, 6046 Sandpoint Drive, as our Emergency Support 
Services (ESS) reception centre. It is arranged but will not open unless an evacuation happens. 

ESS is the provincial program that covers basic needs in the first days after an evacuation: food, lodging, 
clothing, incidentals and transportation, short term and case by case. 

Please create your ESS profile now 
Anyone in BC can create a profile at any time, whether or not they are on alert, and doing it now saves a lot of 
time and stress later. 
Go to ess.gov.bc.ca, use the Evacuee Registration and Assistance (ERA) tool, and select self-register. 

Creating a profile is the step you take in advance. If you are ever evacuated, you then create an ESS file in the 
same tool, or a responder does it with you at the reception centre. If you are not preregistered, plan on at least 
45 minutes per household to register at the ESS reception centre. The waits can be long because of this. 

ESS Help Line: 1-800-387-4258 

Staffing and accommodation - (only for an Evacuation Order) 
We have requested help from the Keremeos ESS volunteer team. They have seven Evacuee Registration and 
Assistance (ERA) trained responders with eight computers and printers plus additional staff. Their supervisor 
will tour our ESS reception centre in Oliver today to preplan the space. About twelve of our own staff 
completed ESS training this week, and we have laptops and equipment organized. 

Lower Similkameen Indian Band (LSIB) is setting up cots in their gym, and the Ashnola campground will take 
trailers. Osoyoos Indian Band (OIB) has trailer space and capacity for up to 400 group accommodation in 
other facilities. We are grateful to both. 

What a reception centre visit looks like 
You check in at the door, a responder confirms your identity and pulls up your file if you have self-registered, 
you go through a needs assessment about what your household actually needs, and, if eligible, supports are 
issued by e-transfer or as referrals. Bring water, medications and chargers, and come registered if you can. If 
you are not self-registered, plan on at least 45 minutes per household. 

Vulnerable members 
We have a list of members who may need assistance to evacuate that their family cannot provide, or who may 
need a lot of extra time to evacuate because of health reasons. If you know someone who should be on it, 
send the name to Jackie at Health, with their permission where you can. 

 

http://ess.gov.bc.ca/
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Door knocking 
We have been working with the RCMP and Search and Rescue (SAR) and have a list of staff living outside the 
alert area who could help with door knocking if an order were ever issued. Teams of two, a staff member and 
SAR member, or RCMP, work an assigned block of addresses, deliver the notice, ask whether the household 
needs transportation or has anyone needing assistance, and record what they found at each address. 

Routes, checkpoints and transport 
Evacuation routes are identified and checkpoint locations established. The map is attached. We also have 
buses being prepared for anyone without a vehicle or unable to drive. Checkpoints would be closed and 
secured to re-entry once an evacuation order is in effect. 

Your preparation 
Please pack a grab-and-go bag for each person and each pet in your household, with 72 hours of essentials: 
medications and prescriptions, ID and key documents, phone chargers, water, food, glasses, cash, and a 
change of clothes. Keep vehicles above half a tank and parked facing out, and have a plan for anyone in the 
household who cannot drive or move quickly. Know your route out before you need it. If an order comes, leave 
straight away. 

Community Safety Notice  

PIB Chief and Council are reminding all Members, guests, residents and businesses living and visiting on PIB 
Lands that community safety remains the highest priority. Due to increasing reports of dangerous activities, 
bylaw violations, and behaviors that pose risks to public safety, particularly during the current high fire danger 
season, Council will be taking a stronger enforcement approach. See attached Community Safety Notice  

Chief's update 
Chief Gabriel spoke yesterday alongside Premier David Eby and local officials. He said governments need to 
work with First Nations on solutions, pointed to Level 5 drought in the Okanagan basin, and called for a hard 
look at logging practices and at alternate emergency routes in and out of communities. His message was 
direct: "we're not doing enough" to prevent these events, and First Nations belong at that table after 
thousands of years managing fire here. He also thanked the people on the front lines for their bravery and their 
hours. 

Read the Castanet story about Chief Gabriel's wildfire comments  - Go here  https://tinyurl.com/bdfdp796 

Thank you 
All of this happened because of our staff, our neighbours and friends, and the amazing crew at the front line. 

Thank you specifically to First Nations Policing and the RCMP, Search and Rescue, Osoyoos, Lower 
Similkameen, Upper Similkameen and Westbank First Nation, the City of Penticton, the RDOS, and Saisha, 
our liaison from the RDOS EOC 

 

 

 

https://www.castanet.net/news/Penticton/627844/PIB-chief-calls-for-action-to-reduce-future-wildfire-risk-after-Bald-Range-fire
https://tinyurl.com/bdfdp796
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Voyent Alert 
Please register for Voyent Alert at register.voyent-alert.com or download the app. You will get real-time, 
location-specific notifications for critical emergencies like this fire. Please help family members and 
neighbours who are less comfortable with the app to get registered. 
• For Apple devices: https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/voyent-alert/id1301602902 
• For Android devices: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.icesoft.voyent.vras.android&hl=en_CA 
 

 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO IF YOU NEED TO EVACUATE (Also please see attached notices)  
• Locate all family members and designate a meeting area outside the evacuation alert area, should an evacuation 
order be called while family members are separated. 

• Pack essential items such as government-issued ID, medications, eyeglasses, valuable papers, immediate care 
needs for dependents, and keepsakes if time and space permit. 

• If you are caring for an Elder, a person with disabilities, or anyone who may require extra time to evacuate, do not 
wait for an official evacuation order before taking action. Use your own discretion, assess conditions, and leave 
immediately if safety may be at risk. 

• Prepare to take pets with you and move livestock to a safe area if possible. Pet owners and hobby farmers can 
contact ALERT at 250-809-7152 or info@alertcanada.org. Farmers should contact the PIB EOC. 

• Arrange transportation for all household members. Fill your gas tank. If transportation assistance will be needed, 
call the PIB EOC. 

• Arrange accommodation for everyone in your residence. If possible, plan to stay with family. 
• If you will require government assistance with basic needs such as lodging and food, Emergency Support Services 
will be available. Create a profile at ess.gov.bc.ca. 

• Do not wait for an Evacuation Order to be issued before evacuating if you feel unsafe. Monitor official news 
sources and PIB communications. 

• Download the Voyent Alert app and sign up for alerts from snpink'tn Indian Band. 

For more information contact: 
EOC Director Greg Gabriel: 250-490-7250 
EOC Liaison Lesley Gabriel: 250-809-1895 
 
For Further information can be found at pib.ca and PIB restrictions page 

https://register.voyent-alert.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.icesoft.voyent.vras.android&hl=en_CA
https://pib.ca/
https://pib.ca/pib-restrictions

