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Telephone: 250-493-0048 Fax: 250-493-2882 

BC Assembly of First Nations is holding a Special Chiefs Assembly at the Penticton 
Lakeside March 4 & 5, 2026. 

BCAFN It functions as a regional office for the national Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 
---- 
History on how the Assembly of First Nations was established: 

First established was the National Indian Brotherhood (NIB) in 1970. Over time, concerns 
grew that the NIB did not fully represent all Status First Nations across Canada. 

This became especially clear in 1979, when 300 Status First Nations leaders and Chiefs 
traveled to London, England, to oppose the repatriation of the Canadian Constitution. The 
constitutional struggle highlighted the need for major organizational change. As a result, in 
1982 NIB was restructured and renamed to the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) was 
established under the leadership of Dr. David Ahenakew in Penticton, B.C. 
---- 
The British Columbia Assembly of First Nations (BCAFN) is a Provincial Territorial 
Organization (PTO) established to represent the interests of First Nations in British Columbia. 
It focuses on promoting Indigenous title & rights, policy development, and self-determination 
while working collaboratively with the provincial and federal governments. 

• The national Assembly of First Nations was created in Penticton in April 1982, at a
conference held at the Peach Bowl (now the Penticton Trade and Convention Centre).

• PIB Chief and Council in April 1982 was Chief Morris Kruger, and Councillors Emory
Gabriel, Louise Eneas, Joe Pierre and Greg Gabriel. Grand Chief Stewart Phillip was
Band Manager at the time.

• (News Clip Photo bottom left) Louise Gabriel served on Council between 1952 and
1968 - and is, mother of Chief Greg Gabriel
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(Black & White Photo) Chiefs meeting with Native Brotherhood of BC 1955-58 



 

 
 
First Row: Willie Thomas, Spallumcheen Band; Chief George Leonard, Kamloops Band; 
Councillor Gus Gottfriedson, Kamloops Band; Chief Charles Drainey, Deadman's Creek 
Band; Councillor Louise Gabriel, Penticton Band; Col. H. M, Jones, Ottawa; Mrs. Joan 
MacKenzie, Stenographer, Kamloops; Louie Charlie, Lower Nicola Band; Chief James 
Antoine, Coldwater Band; Henry Thevarge, Cayoosa Creek Band; Councillor V. Adolph, 
Fountain Band. Second Row: Councillor Bob Allison, Lower Similkameen Band; Chief William 
Arnouse, Little Shuswap Band; Chief Daniel Manual, Upper Nicola Band; Chief Charles 
Walkem, Cook's Ferry Band; Councillor Daniel Logan, Okanagan Band; Chief Wilfred 
Matthew, North Thompson Band; Chief William Oldman, Seton Lake Band; Chief Charles R. 
Brown, Lytton Band; Superintendent R.J. Meek; Superintendent G.E. Sharpe. Third Row: Chief 
Manuel Louie, Osoyoos Band; Councillor Louie Capilo, Shuswap Band; Chief Johnny Pierro, 
Bonaparte Band; Chief Michel Anthony, Adams Lake Band; Councillor Basil Andrew, St. 
Mary's Band; Chief Charlie Tom Johnson, Alkali Lake Band; Chief Ernest Thomas, Boothroyd 
Band; Chief Eddie Dixon, Canim Lake Band; W. S. Arneil, Indian Commissioner; Charlie 
Alphonse Secretary, Anaham Band ,Fourth Row: Superintendent F. A. Clark; H.W. Ellis, 
Assistant, Indian Agency; Superintendent J. S. Dunn; E. Underwood, Assistant, Indian Agency; 
Superintendent William Christie; R.J. Dickson, Assistant, Indian Agency; Superintendent D.M. 
Hett; C.I. Fairholm, Ottawa; L.L. Brown, Ottawa; Chief Antoine Peeps, Soda Creek Band 
 
 
 
 
 



BCAFN – March 4 & 5, 2026 – SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY 2-DAY AGENDA 







 


